CHRISTIANITY AND  ISLAM

the other hand is the contrast between God
and the world, or as Islam puts it, between
the present and the future life. The Chris-
tian gains eternal life by following Christ.
Imitation of the Master in all things even to
the stigmata, is the characteristic feature of
mediaeval Christianity. Nor is the whole
of the so-called Sunna obedience anything
more than the imitation of Muhammed
which seeks to repeat the smallest details
of his life. The infinite importance attached
by Islam to the Sunna seems to me to
have originated in Christian influence. The
development of it betrays original features,
but the fundamental principle is Christian,
as all the leading ideas of Islam are Christian,
in the sense of the term as paraphrased above.
Imitation of Christ in the first instance,
attempts to repeat his poverty and renun-
ciation of personal property : this is the
great Christian ideal. Muhammed was
neither poor nor without possessions : at
the end of his life he had become a prince
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